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SUBSTANTIVE LINE EDITING PACKAGE - $495 - $895*: 

Once the ‘big picture’ analysis has been completed it is time to move onto the next step, which is 

substantive line editing. 

This means that I will go through the manuscript line by line, making changes and corrections. It is 

substantive because I will go beyond checking punctuation and grammar.  

My goal will be to help you better communicate with your readers. I’ll work hard to polish your 

manuscript, but I will keep your ideas and personal voice. 

What I will do 

I will edit the manuscript electronically using Microsoft Word. I will turn on the Track Changes 

feature so you can easily identify the changes I have made.  

As needed I will suggest changes in 

 Paragraph organisation 

 Sentence structure 

 Word choice 

 Clarity 

 Tone 

 Transitions  

 Flow 

 Use of headings 

I’ll work to eliminate the following weaknesses that plague writing, such as 

 Wordiness 

 Unneeded repetition 

 Clichés  

 Overuse of passive voice 

 A rushed ending 

 Inappropriate jargon 

I’ll also perform basic copyediting tasks (unless you prefer them to be done as a separate step later 

on). These tasks will include 

 Checking writing formatting 

 Correcting errors in grammar, usage, spelling and punctuation 

 Applying style guidelines 

 Ensuring consistency 

While I am editing I may have questions or suggestions about a specific passage; if so I will write you 

a note (using Microsoft Word’s comment feature unless you request a different method). If I spot a 

more extensive issue that needs to be addressed immediately, I will let you know by email. Then you 

can decide how we should handle it.  

What you will receive 

 Edited manuscript, with tracked changes and comments 

 Separate document of editorial notes discussing specific issues (if needed). 
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Where to go from there  

When you receive the editorial manuscript, your next step will be to read the comments and accept 

or reject the changes. If needed, you may decide to make final revisions. 

 

Now the editing process may be complete unless you desire a clean-up edit (it polishes the 

manuscript after you have made final revisions, it usually requires a separate fee and is completed 

relatively quickly) and copyediting (if it was not done earlier). 

Once ending is complete, the next step is to turn your manuscript into a print book or e-book. You 

may do this yourself, or turn it over to professionals (proof-reader, cover designer, etc.).    

At this point, my job is done but I wish you every success with your new book!  

 

The cost of this package is between $495 - $895* 

(*clean-up editing is an additional fee of $67) 

 

Contact me at mandy@mandyhalgreen.com for a free consultation about this package. 
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